T he Chriſtians 


| CHOICE 


The godly Mans reſo!ution to 
cleave faſt to God aud his Truth, 
notwithftaading Trials, Trou- 
bles, and Perſecutions. 


Very ſcaſonable for theſe Times. 


EE 


Joſh. 24. 15. As for me and my Houſe, 
we will ſerye the Lord. 


Rom. 8. 18, 1 reckon that the ſuſſer- 
ings of this preſent time, are not worthy to 
be compared with the glery which ſhall be 


revealed in us. 


— 


— 


By 7. H. a Servant of Jeſus Chrift. / 


— —— — 


— 


London, Printed by 7. W. for Blix. An- 
drews in Little St. Barthalomews Court 


in Weſt-Smithfield, 1668. 


T he Chriſtians 


| BLESSED 


CHOICE 


The godly Mans reſolution to 
cleave faſt to God sud his Truth, 
notwithſtanding Trials, Trou- 
bles, and Perſccutions. 


Very ſcaſonable for theſe Times. 


— 


| Joſh. 24. 15. 4s for me and my Houſe, 
| we will ſerve the Lord. 


Rom. 8. 18, 1 reckon that the ſuſſer- 
ings of this preſent time, are not worthy to 
be compared with the glery which ſhall be 
revealed in us. 


— 


By 7. H. a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt. 


— — —— — 


— 
— 


London, Printed by 7. W. for Blix. An- 
drews in Little St. Barthalome ws Court 
in Weſt-Smithfield, 1668. 


_ — —-—-—t—ᷣ— — .... - 


— DO — — 
— 


— 


| 


n 


THE 
CHRISTIANS 
Bleſſed Choice. 


— — 
———— 


Hebrews 11. 25, 26. 

Chuſing rather to ſuffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon : efteem- 
ing the reproach of Chriſt greater ri- 
ches chan the honoursin Egypt, for he 
had reſpe& to the recompence of the 
reward, 


1 A this Chapter, beloved, we unde 


the bleed Apoſtle opening and 
applying the Doctrine of Faith, 
baving firſt aſſured them , that 

he « and the reſt of Chziſts Diſciples 
A 3 were 
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were in the number of thoſe who did 
beliebe to the-faving of their ſouls. 
Mabing told them in the 38, verſe of 
the fozegoing Chapter that the juſt 
ſhall live by faith; he comes here in 
this Chapter largelp to declare and 
ſhew unto them what ſaving Faith is: 
and this is laid down in tbe five firſt 
berſes of this Chapter. As, firſt, 
It is the ſubſtance of things hoped for: 
the evidence of things not ſeen; a 
means to obtain a good report-Th2ough 
Faith we imb2ace the truth of God 
contained in the wa2d, as the cr eati⸗ 
on of the wozld bp the wozd of God, 
By faith; and by faith alone, aur ſa⸗ 
crifices, our ſer vices, our duties, our 
perſons, and perfo2mances-are acce- 
pted in Jeſus Chiff, By faith we 
receibe whatſoever we ask of God in 
pꝛaper, Matthew 21.22. And without 
faith (in the fürth verſe pou (ee) it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God. And from the 


 ſeventh-verſe to the end of the Cha- 


pter, he lets down the ſeveral fruits 
and effects of faith in all ages, by the 
moſt eminent examples of Gods faiths 
fulſ:rvants, 3 


4 
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AI ſhall not now trouble pou with 
the ſeveral particular examples of 
faith recozded in the Chapter, but 
ſhall leave them to pour own particu⸗ 
lar meditation as you finde them re⸗ 

.co2ded in the Chapter, and conſper 
what is there ſaid, and the Lord gise 
you underſlanding in all things, 2 I im. 
2. 3. 

Hob that which J intend bziefly to 
in upon, is that eminent example 

. of the faith of Moſes, in the wozds be⸗ 
foe mentioned, in that he choſe rather 
to ſuffer. affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the ple iſures of fin 
for a ſeaſon: eſteeming the reproach of 
Chriſt greater riches, than all the honors 
of Egypt. 

Betoze J come fo tho Dbſervattons 

which flow from hence, give me leabe 
a little to lok back into the t wo fozega⸗ 
ing verſes, wherein we have firft the 
erample of the eminent faithof Mo- 
ſes parents, who contrary to the 
Kings command refuſed to deffrop 
him; the King he commanded all the 
males to be flain, but thep being 
ſtrong in faith, by hiding of him did 

A 4 pꝛe⸗ 
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zeſerbe him; and when they could 
1 dim no longer, they choſe rather 
ro truſt him to the mercy of God, by 
cating him upon the water , rather 
than to endanger his life by the hands 


of mercileſs and blody men. And 


this they did as the ApoTle here ſaith, 
not fearing the Kings commandment, 
There are ſeberal uſeful and pꝛofit⸗ 
able inffructions which may be dedu⸗ 
ted from hence, I wall onely name 
them, and lo pzoced, | þ 

And the flrff is this, that God takes 
ſpecial notice ofhis peoples faith, he 
retoꝛds it to all poſterity, 

Secondly, J obſerve from hence, 
that its a dery great mercy to be bozn 
of faithful and bolieving parents: had 
not Moſes parents been faithful and 


believing, Moſes might have been de » | 


ffroped as well as others were. 
Thirdly, J note from hence, that 
God can and will p:eſerve his people, 
maugre all the rage and malice of the 
Devil and all his inſtruments. The 
enemies of Gods people may deffgn 
ebil againſt them, but the Lozd pꝛe⸗ 
ſerves them: when men are gs it 
ere 
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were at their wits end, and know not 
which way to fly foz luccour, then 
doth God know how to deliver them. 
Though the afflictions of Gods people 
are many, yet out of them all will 
God deliver them, Pſam. 34. and the 
19 verle, 

Fourthly, Jnote from hence, tkat 
it is lawful to diſobep the wicked and 
unlawful commands of fawful aus 
thozity. If Kings command that 
which God (who is King of Kings) 
fo2bids, we ought rather to obey Ged 
than men: inſtances ok this truth 
we habe many in Scripture. Pemo⸗ 
rable is that unparaulet's example of 
the thzee Childzen, Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abednego, in the third Chapter of 
Daniel, when Nebuchadnezzar the 
King commanded all to fan down and 
wozthip bis golden Image, o2 elſe tg 
be caft into the fiery furnace , they 
foutly reſiffed, knowing that God 
was able fo deliver them, Beit known 
to thee, O King, we will not ſerve thy 
gods. If thep obeyed not the King, 
then th ey muſt erpec noching but ta 
be caſt into the burning fler p fur⸗ 
nace : 
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nace; but this they fearcd not, thep 
tok no care to aalwer the King in 
this matter, they knew Gad was ablo 
to deliver them; however, thep res 
tolved whether deliberance came oz 
not, they would rather lucker than ſin, 
If it be fo that we muſt be caſt into the 
furnace, we know our God is able to de- 
liver us: but if not, though we be nor 
delivered, yet be it known unto thee, O 
King, that we will not ſerve thy Gods, 
nor worſhip the golden Image that thou 
haft ſee up. The King be th2:atens a 
burning fierp furnace, alas, thats very 
d2eadful , verp terrible to fleſh and 
blod, but whats the fire of men to the 
everlaſting fire of God : mens fire 
that can onely conſume a po: rotten 
carkals, but the fire of God that is 
ung uenchable, and will dcffroy both 
body and laul. Men can onelp kill the 
body, and after that they can do no 
moze; but God can deffroy both body 
and ſoul, and that fo ebermoze. 
Excellent was that holp ſaping of 
that holy man of God, the bleed 
Martyr Polycarp, St. Johns diſcipl?, 
when the Cmperour 3 
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with fre if he would not fozſake 
Chziſt: Alas, ſaith he, you the aten 
me with pour fire, alas, what a poz 
inconſiderable thing is pour fire ! You 
do not, ſaith he, cenſtder that ever laſt⸗ 
ing fire which God th2catens. Bo 
likewiſe the holy Apoſtles of cur ble[- 
ſed Lo2d and Saviour Jeſus Chzilt, 
in the 4. of the Acts, andthe18, and 
19, Uerſes, whcn the Rulers com⸗ 
manded them not to peach in the 
name of Jeſus , thep anſwered and 
ſaid, Whether it be right in the ſight of 
God to hearken woto you more than un- 
to God, judge ye. Ood commands 
Minitters to pꝛeach the Geſpel , and 
Piniſters ought to pꝛeach the Gofpel, 
notwithFanding the commands of 
men to the contrary, 

And ſo in the 25. of the Acts Merl. 
29, when the Apoſtles were b:ought 
befoze the Bigh P2iefts and Councel, 
and by them queſtioned fo2 doing 
their duty, namely foz pꝛeach ing the 
Golpet; pou will finde in the 29. ber, 
that St. Peter and the other Apoſtles 
anſwered and ſaid, We ought to obey 
God rather than men. And after that 
when 
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when thep were bcafen, and com- 
manded not to pꝛeach any moze in the 
name of Jeſus, what did the Apoſtles 
do, did they obep? no. They rejoyced 
that they were counted worthy to ſaffer 
fhame for the name of Chriſt, And as 
pou may ſee in the laſt verſe of that 
Chapter, That daily in the Temple, and 
in every houſe, they ceaſed not to teach 
and to preach Jeſus Chriſt. 

Several other inffances J might 
give you, but J pꝛoceed. In the next 
place, the next thing conſiderable is 


the eminencp of Moſes faith , in the 


24, 25, 26. verles. By faith Mofes 
when be was come to years refuſed to be 
called the ſon of Pharaohs daughter ; 
where by the wap obſerve, that it is 
moꝛe honour to be a Chziſtian, than to 
be a Courtier, Jt is moze honourable 


to be the ſan of God by grace and a- 


daption, than to be the ſon of the 
gerateſt Bonarch oz Emperonr in the 
Wold, There is none (o nobly de- 
ſcendod in all the wozld as the people 
of Gw, thep are of the Blod Royal 
ef Yeaven : others they map take 


their pedegree from Kings, and Pos 


nar chs, 
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narchs, and the great ones of the 
wozld ; but the people of God are alt 
deſcended from him who is King of 

Kings, and Lord of Lords, the blefſed 
and onely potentate, 1 Timothy 6. 15. 


* Pea the people of God are all of them 


Kings and Prieſts unto God, Revela- 
tions 1. 6. 

. Here likewiſe we might obſerve 
what low thoughts Chziſtians ought 
to have of ebery thing, be it never 
ſo honourable, in compariſon of Je⸗ 
ſus Chziff, It had been an honour, 
pes an erceeding great honour, if we 
may account wozldly greatnels an hos 
nour, fo2 Moſes fo habe been reputed 
the ſon of Pharaohs daughter , but 
how inconſtderable a thing was this 
in the eyes of Moſes, who was moze 
noblp deſcended, being bozn of God, 
a choſen lerbant of Jeſus Chziſt, to go 
in and out befoze his people Iſraet : 
but Jp3oceed. | 

Now the eminencp of Moſes faith 
you map ſee in theſe following parti- 
culars : firff, Moſes here ſees the vas 
rious difficulties and dangers which 
were then like to fall upon him foz his 
faith, 


* G n 
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faith; Will Moſes fozſake Pharaoh 
and embz2ace Jeſus Chziſt, then Mo- 
les mult ſuffer affliction : this Moſes 
fozeſees, and this makes his faith 


moze glozious. As the people of God | 


are by faith aſſured of Chꝛit᷑. ſo likes 
wile being once in Chaift , they are 
lure to bear the Croſſe of Chaiſt: 
Ch3tilt and his Croſs are inſeparable : 
All that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 
muſt ſuffer perſecation , 2 Timothy 3. 


11. Se What our bleſſed Saviour 


ſaith in the Goſyel of Saint Luke, If 
any man will come after me, that is, if 
any man will be a god Chriſtian, let 
him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs 
daily, and follow me, Luke 9. 23. Me 
that will follow Ch2iff muſt bear the 
Croſs as the bleſſed Apoſtles did, they 
tejoyced that they were counted werthy 
to ſuffer for Chriſt. And truly the peo⸗ 
ple of God map well rejoyce in their 
ſufferings ; fo2 why, Ch:iff hath bozn 
the bzunt of all, he hath made our 
burthen light: although Chꝛiſt by his 
ſufferings hath not fred the people 
of God from ſufferings; yet he hath 


made their ſufferings to become —_ 


„ —— — — — 
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Juf as it is with a man carrying # 
great tre on his back, and pou may 
tæ little childꝛen to bear up the (mal 
twigs of the tre ; alas, there is na 
weight in them, the weight of all the 
whole burthen lies on the mans ſhoul- 
ders: ſo, beloved, it is with Chziſti- 
ans, Chzift carries the load, the 
weight of all their afflictions, they 
do but bear up the little end, the ſmall 
twigs of it, ther ekoꝛe the Apoſtle ex⸗ 
cellently calls his afllidions light: Our 
light affliction, ſaith he, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glery, 
2 Cor. 4 17. 

Secondly, the eminency of Moſes 
faith appears allo in this, namely, the 
great willingnels and fozwardneſs of 
Moſes, in that it is ſaid, He choſe tra- 
ther to ſuffer affliction with the people; 
which intima tes unto us, the readi⸗ 
neſs of Moſes ta become the (ervant 
of Jeſus Chziſt. Certainly this was 
a very great at ok faith in Moſes, a 
carnal eye would' rather have choſen 
to have ben the ſon of Pharaohs 
Daughter, an exe of ſenſe which ſes 

| no 
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no be ffer,. would rather have choſen 
greatneſs and eminencp in the wozld; 
then the meanneſs and poverty of 
Gods people : rather to have ben 
Pharaohs Gzandchilde, and honour 
able at Court, then to have bern the 
po: afflicted ſons of Gad. Carnal 
men, men whole God is their wealth, 
and whole hearts are ſet upon their 
riches, would rather chule to be rich 
with Dives, than tobe poz with Laza- 


. rus; but a gracious Soul had rather 


want bzead with Lazarus, than to want 
grace with Dives. Jt is not all the 
riches in the wozld that can content 
and ſatisfie the ſoul of a Saint; a few 
will ſ& it better fo2 him, if God les it 
god fo2 him to beg his bꝛead with poz 
Lazarus on earth, than to beg his water 

with rich Dives in hell. | 
A godly man by faith ſ@s that glo- 
ry which is to come. they know chat 
when this earthly tabernacle of theirs 
ſhall be diſſolved, that they have a build- 
ing with God in heaven, an inheritance 
which is uncorruptible and undetiled , 
which paſſeth not away, reſerved in hea- 
ven for them who do believe: _ 5 
8 by 
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wicked man he-ſces'onely by an eye at 
ſenſe, he (ces no farther than his ri⸗ 
thes ; he thinks if he map be great 
and honourable here in the wozld, he 
eſteems this the onely happineſs, and 
he thinks nothing better than to be 
rich; and indeed he map well think 


fo, fo; he knows of no better conditi⸗ 


on. The wozld with the honours and 


| pleaſures of it are even a heaven. to 


the men of this wozld ; J, and indeed 
it is all the heaven they hall have. Son, 
remember (ſaith Abcabam to Dives. in 
the 16. of St. Luke) that thou in thy 
life tima receivedſt thy good things. Di- 
ves would bery fain have enjoyed hea- 
ben after his death, and pet be would 
libe upon earth in ſuch a ſumptuous 
delicious. manner, as if this world 
bad been his onely beaben: And true 
it is; the potion of a wicked man is 
in this life. God gibes wicked men 
their .poſtion in this life, but be re⸗ 
ſerves a poꝛtion fo2 his Saints in the 


like to come, Micked men are very 


like to ſome pꝛodigal ſpendthzikts, who 
ſpend all their poztion bekoze they 
come to pears; but the poztion ok 

| B Gods 
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Gods prople is reſerved fo; them till 
they tome to age. God ſees it god, 
pea beſt fo2 his Childzen to have their 
poztions referved fo2 them till they 
come to years, and that is til! they 
rume to heaven. Ye gives his people 
as much of the wozld as map ſorve to 
bear their charges to heaven ; but 
their full poztion de refervesfo2 them 
crit thep come to deaben: and truly 
the poztion of a Child of God is very 


great. 

God ts the po2tion ofhis people, and 
believe it God will never ſeo his peo⸗ 
te want ſo long as He hath it; and 
ods treaſure is fnerhauftible, it can 
never be dzatn dp: All things are 
yours ((aith Saint Paul, 1 Cor. 3. 21.) 
peaking to the betieving Copinthis 
ins) whether Piul, or Apollo, or Ce- 
ahas, or the world, or life, or drath, or 
phing» preſent, or 'things to come, all 


a3 Gods. 

Paving thus b2irflp run oder the 
wazds, AI come now to give the pꝛa⸗ 
ical Obſervations which flow from 
hence koz dur rdiffcation ; 


And 


| 
' 
| 
I 


tre yours, and ye are Chrifts, and Chrift 


——— —— . 
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And firſt of all, A obſerve from heut 
the tranſcendent excellencp of Cavin 
faith, bylfaith Moſes did thus and thus · 
Secondly, J note from bence, tha 
the condition of Gods Child zen in this 
life, is an afflicted condition. Fat. 
Thirdly, I obſerve likewiſe from 
bence, that the people of Gad ſhould 
rather ſuffer any affliction; than com⸗ 
mit the leaſt ſin ; it ts better to ſuffer 
r Wr 
And then fourthly, J obſervehence, 
the great vanitp of finful ptealures, 
they are buf fo2 a ſeaſon. _ 
Fifthly, A obſerve, that the repꝛoa⸗ 
ches of Chzift are better, pea, as the 
WTertiweetly expꝛeſſes if; are greater 
riches than all che honours of the 
world. . 
And then lafflp,; J obſerve fram 
hence, that God hath a recompence of 
reward fo2 His people, he will make 
them amends fo2 all their {ofſes at the 
laſt: he that :loſeth any thing foz 
Ch2if, hall be no lefer by the bar- 
gain : Every one chat hath forſaken 
houſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, 
or notker; or wife, or children, or lands. 
/ 15 2 for 
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for my Name ſake, ſhall receive an hun- 
dred fold, and (hall inherit everlaſting 
life, Mat. 29. 29. 

Lefoze J p2oceed to Application, 
I ſhall a littte open and confirm theſe 
ſeveral truths by wap of Docrinal 
Explication: And to begin with the 
firff, viz. That faith is a moſt tranſ⸗ 
cendent, excellent, and ſaving grace; 
and this you map ſee all along this 
whole Chapter, Firff, it bzings the 
people of God into a god repozt. By 
faith our ſerbices become acceptab'e 
in the ſight of God. And without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; For 
whatſoever: is not of faith is ſin, By 
faith, Noak being warned of God pre- 
pared the Ark, to the ſaving of his 
houſe, and thereby became an heir of 
righteouſneſs. By faith Abraham for- 
ſook his Countrey, foz by faith he ſaw 
the heavenlp City which God had 
pꝛepared fo2 him. And all along the 
whole Chapter you may ſee the excel. 
lency of faith in the ſeveral effecs'of 
it in the faithfut Saints and ſervants 
of God, who of all others, beit de- 


ſcrve the name of Wozthies : Who: 
through 
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through faith ſubdued Kingdomes g 
wrought righteouſneſſe, obtained promi- 
ſes, Ropped the mouths of lions, quench- 
ed che violence of fire, eſcaped the edge 
of the Sword, And others had trial of 
cruel mockings and ſcourgings; yea, 
moreover , bonds and impriſonments. 
They were ftoned, ſawn aſunder, were 
tempted, fl:in wich the ſword : They 
wandred about in ſheepskins and goat- 
$kins being deſtitute, afflicted, and tor- 
mented. Theſe all obtained a god re⸗ 
pozt thzough faith, By faith the fick 
are healed, Luke 7. 50. Dy faith the 
people of God are purified, juſt iſled; 
and by faith they are (aved, Rom, 5. 1. 
Ephel. 2. 8. By faith we have acceſs 


to God bp pꝛaper, Rom. 5. 2. By faith 


we believe the wozd of God, and they 
that by faith do believe in God, ſhall 
at the laſt receive the end of their 
faith, even the ſalvation of their pꝛe⸗ 
cious [ouls, 1 Pet. 1. 9. 

In the next place to come to the [c- 


YA cond point, which is this, That the 


condition ok Gods childzen in this 
life is an afflicted condition : God had 
but one Son without fin, but God hath 
15 3 ne- 
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never a (on without affliction. Our 
btefled Saviour himſelf was not free 
from atfflictions; nay, he was deſpiſed 
and re jected of men, a man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with- grief; he was op- 
preſſed, and he was afflict ed, Ia, 53.3, 
7. The Pꝛophets they were affiianed 
and impziſoned, and lain. Likewiſe 
the Apoſtles and Pzimitive Chzifti- 
ans, as you map ſee at large in this 
Chapter where mp Text is, Heb. 11. 
They were ſtoned, ſawn aſunder. cruelly 
ſcourged and impriſoned : pra, as 
the Plalm!ff ſaith; Many are the affli- 
ctions of the righteous, but the Lord 
delivers them out of them all, Pſal, 34. 
19. Dur Saviour tells his Diſciples 
what they muſt lok foz in the wo2ld 
at his departure from them: 1h 
world hate you (ſaith eur Saviour. 
John 17. 18, 19) ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you. If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own : 
but becauſe ye are not of the world, thee 
I have choſen you out of the world; 
therefore che world hateth you, Re- 
member the word that I ſaid unto you, 
tbe ſervants is not greater than r 
rd: 
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Lord: if they have perſecuted me, oy 
will alſo perſecute you; ang all theſe 
things will they do unto you for 
names ſake. Yea, ſaith the holy Aps⸗ 
cle St. Paul, reckoning up his mani-« 
fold perſecutions in 2 Tim. 3. 12. All 
that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt 
fuffer perſecutions. Pany meze Scri⸗ 
ptures J might gipe you foz the con- 
firmat on of this excellent truth, but 
theſe J hope may ſuffice, this being g 
truth which the people of Gad in 31} 
ages have bozn teffimony unto with 
their blood. Rap, this fruth is (o 
clear, that it even may be read by the 
light of theſe fires in which the 
Saints of God ſuffered death, thoſe 
gloꝛious fires which ever hurneth freſh 
in the memozp of Gods people, even 
thoſe fiery chariots which carried our 
beavenly Elijahs, our bleed Partprs 
to heaven. 

In the third place, the third Obler⸗ 
vation to be conſidered is this; That 
the people of God ſhould rather ſuffer 
any affliction than fin, This you map 
ſee in Joſeph, who rather than he 
would commit folly with his Pifrils, 

B 4 rather 
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rather then ſin againſt God, he would 


run the hazard of all afflitions, How 


mall I do this great wickedneſs, aad ſin 
againſt God, Gen, 39. 9. And this truth 
is moſt eminently conficmed by holy 
Job, who rather than he would curſe 
God and dye, would willingly with 
patience undergo. all. bis afflicions, 
Job under went all afflitions, and it 
is ſaid of him, In all this Job ſinned 
not. Let God afflic ſaith Job, Jwill 
ſuffer with patience it is the Lo2d, 
let him do what he pleaſes, mp affli- 
ions thall never move me to fozlake 
my God. Though God afflid me al 
the dapeg of my life, pet will J wait 
with patience till my change come. 
And in the thirteenth Chapter he re- 
ſolves though God ſhould kill him, yet 
he would truft in him. So likewiſe we 
finde an eminent example foz this in 


holy Daniel, as pcu map read, Dan. 6, 


14, IF, 16, Daniel rather than he 
would fin againſt God in ceaſing ta 
call upon God by pꝛaper, would ſuffer 
bimlelf to be caſt into the Lions den. 
o likewiſe the three childzen in the 


they 


third Chapter of Daniel, rather than 
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they would ſin againſt God, by wezſhips 
ping of Nebuchadnezzars golden Image, 
would undergo the furious flames of 
his burning fiery furnace, So the bleſ- 
led Apoffles, as pou heard befoze, ra- 
then thar they would obey the wicked 
commands of men, in not pꝛeaching 
the Goſpel, willingly rejopced in luk⸗ 
fering affliction foz ſo doing. Many 
moꝛe examples J might give pou, but 
theſe Jhope may ſuffice: andif there 
had been no other crample than what 
is ſet down in the twozds of the Text, 
this heavenly truth had been lulficient- 
ly confirmed. 

In the fourth place, J come fo pꝛobe 
the banity ot all ſinful pleaſures, and 
that map appcar, firſt from the ſhozt« 
neſs of them; andſecondly from the 
bitternege of their end. They are 
but fo2 a ſeaſon, they come to an end; 
nay, they ſhall cod in endleſs woe and 
miſcry, Though ſt be ſweet foz the 
pꝛeſent, pet its bitter, pea, bitterneſe 
tt ſelf in the latter end. Though ſin 
map be pleaſant foꝛ a lcaſon, pet re⸗ 


member, J bcfeech peu, it will be 


painful te eternity. The pleaſures of 
ſin 


in ſin, and live in ſin, The wages of 
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fn thep have an end, but the paing 
and tozments which ſin pꝛocures, they 
have no end. When ſinners have un⸗ 
dergone the wzath of God ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand millions of 
pears, pet then aro their tozments as 
far off fram having an end, as they 
were af firſf, The tozments foz fin 
are eternal, ano Jbeſeech pou remem⸗ 
ber eternity hath no end: what ples⸗ 
Cure then can there be in that which 
bzings eternal pains with it - Sinners 
even when thep delight themlelves in 
their ſins, even then are thep pulling 
deffruction upon themlelves, even 
eternal deffruction. Everp ſtep in ſin 
bow (wet, how dolightful ſoever it be 
in the epes of the ſinger, is a ſtep fo 
miſery, eternal miſery, They that 
haſten to ſin, haſten to ſo2zrow, pea, 
they run to hell. As Solomon ſaith, 
They love death; he doth not mean 
that ſinners love death, as death ; 
there is no beauty, o2 amiablenels at 
all in death ſimply confdered in it 
ſelf; but pet they may be truly ſaid to 
love death who love fin, and delight 


fin 
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ln ve know is death, Rom. 6. 23. De⸗ 


light in iin is a haſting into the armes 
of death. Sinners by their delight in 
fn do as it were woe death, and in⸗ 
dite death and the grave, even hell and 
deſtrudion: lo that even fingers 
themſelves, though now fo2 a while 
Satan blindes their eyes, pet at laft 
when it is to to late they hall be 
foxced to confeſs and lay, that there 
is neither pleaſure no2 p2offf in fin, 
The Devit makes the ſtuner believe 
that there is a great deal of pleaſure 
and p3ofit in n; you ſhall get by it, 
ſaith the Devil: but let ſinners once 
truly caff up thcir accounts, how that 
eternal damnation will be their was 
ges, and then let them ſee what 
they have gotten by in. It is poſſible 
J confeſs , that ſome may ſay they 
habe gotfen hundzeds and thouſands 
by if; they habe gatten YWouſes, and 
Lands, Yonour and Eſteem among 
men, pleaſure and p2ofit in the wozld; 
but what a milerable gain is that 
— is gotten with the loſs of the 
Read that dzeadful Seripture in 
t. 
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St. Matthews Goſpel, Mat. 16. 26. and 
then ſee if there be any thing gotten by 
ſin: Whar is a man profited, if he ſhall 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own 
ſoul > Mill thy Riches which thou halt 
gotten by fin; by oppꝛeſſing the pz, 
and defrauding thy neighbour, redeem 
thy ſoul from death, ſurely no, Thou 
mapeſt delight thp ſelf in enlarging 
thy barns, as that rich Fol did: But 
thou Fool, this night ſhall thy Soul be 
required of thee, then whoſe (hall they 
be. Tnere is no loſs like the loſs of 
the ſoul. There is nothing to be gat⸗ 
ten by ſin ; thou mayeſt loſe thy (ou! 
by ſin, and lole heaven by thy ſin, and 
loſe the love and favour of God by ſin, 
Sin map p:etend pleaſure and p2ofit, 
but (urely it b2ings ruine and deſtru⸗ 
tion, 

Thoſe rich men which Saint James 
fpeaks of, James 5. 1, 2, 3,4, 5. WerC- 
ſes , they thought that gain which 
they got by defrauding their labou- 
rers of their wages to be very Cweet : 
thep lived in pleaſures, they inrich⸗ 
ed themſelves by the ſweat of other 
mens labours : but what have they = 
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cauſe fo rejopte in this - d, ſaith 


the Apoffle, Go too now ye rich men, 


weep and how), for your miſery which 
hall come upon you. Thep thought 
to heap up riches by their injuſtiee and 
crueltp, but they heaped up onely a 
little fuet foz the eternal fire, Dives 
be thought himſelf altogether happy 
when he enjoped the wozld-at will, 
when be fared delicioufly every day; but 
what did this 'pzofft Dives - death 
robs him of all, and he himſelf is 
taken away from his finful pleaſures, 
and thzown headlong inte eternal 
tozments : he would en jop the plea⸗ 
ſure of ſin while he lived, and now he 
muſt undergs the tozments of fin fo 
ever. 

O conſtder this pou that delight in 
fin ; canf thou endure to dwell fo2 
ever in the everlaſting- burning : if 
thou canft endure the w2ath of God 
foz ever, if thou art able fo and be - 
koze the Load in the day of his fierce 
anger, then take pleaſure in fin : if 
thou canſt pꝛevent God from bzinging 
thee to judgement, then let thy heart 
refoyce in fin : but if after all thou 
mut 
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muff come to judgement, then take 
beed of fn, Do not conceit that fin to 
be plealant whole pains will be £ter- 
nal: in vain do mon flatter them⸗ 
ſelves that they map fin and not ſuf- 
fer ; didever any man rebel and ens 
joy peace ; can any offend God and 
have his bieſling, Curelpno : ſin thall 
not go unpunilhed ; if men will un 
they hall ſuffer. The ſoul that ſin- 
neth (ſhall dye. Din deſtroyed the An- 
gels, thoſe holy Spirits, n made 
them unholp devils. Sin caſt Adam 
out of Paradice. Sin deffroped the 
old WMozld, Sin conſumed Sodome 
and Gomorrah. win bzings Wars, 
Plagues, Famine, & Deſtrudion upon 
Nations, Sin ruins our names, ſears 
our Conſciences: and in a wozd,it de; 
rops body and ſoul fo? ever. 

And then fifthly, J obſerved, That 
the rep2oaches of Chziſt are greater 
riches than all the honours of the 
wozld. The beſt of Gods Saints 
have been repzoached , as holy Job, 
and David was not onelp-rep2oached, 
but was a rep2oach both to his ene» 


mies and to his neighbours : Me was 
made 
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made the ſong of rhe Drunkards. The 


Apoſtles they were alſo rep2oached, 
but here is that which Tweetens all, 


Chzift hath bozn the bzunt of all : 
_ CThaiff accounts all our repzonches to 


be his. The greateft part of Thziſts 
ſuffering fo: us was to bear dur re⸗ 
þ2oach : fo the greateft part of our 
ſafferings is to bear the repzoach of 
Thziſt. Pence the Apoffle in his E⸗ 
piffle to the Hebrews, exhorts us to go 
forth unto him, bearing his reproach, 
Heb, 13. 13. And indeed repzoach in 
it (elf is ſo great a burthen, that were 
it not koꝛ this that Ch2ift accounts it 
dis, wethould aeder be able to bear it. 
Pence Moſes looked on his repzoach 
as the repꝛoach of Chꝛziſt; and believe 
me, thougd there map be a great deal 


| of weight in the rep2oaches of Ch?ift, 


to pzeſs us down, pet there rs abun » 
dance of wozth in them tro inrich us: 
though they maybe as thozns here, yet 
they wall be as a crown of glezp to us 
hereafter, | 
See what cur Havtour laith in 
Matth. 5. 11,12. BleſſeSare they that 
are perfecuted for righreouſarſs m_ for 
Cactrs 
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theirs is the &ingdome of heaven. Bleſ- 
fed are ye when men ſhall revile you, 
and perſecute you, and (hall fay all 
manner of evil againſt you falſly for my 
ſake, rejoyce.and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven. 
Chziſt doth not lap, if pe be rich and 
honourable in the wozld pou ſhall be 
bleſſed : but Chziſt ſaith, if thou art 
repzoached thou ſhalt be bleſſed. 
Thou mapeſt be rich and honoura- 
ble in the wo2ld, and pet be eber laſt⸗ 
ingly miſerable : but if thou art re⸗ 
p2oached foz Chziſt, thou (halt be re- 
warded with Chꝛiſt, If we fuffer with 
him, we ſhall alſo reign. with him, 
2 Tim. 2, 12. 
Sixttzlp, and laſtly, J obſerve 


from hence, That God hath a re⸗ 


compence of reward fo2 his people. 
Ik we ſuffer fo2 Chziſt, we ſhall al⸗ 
ſo reign with Chziſt: It we be re- 
p2oached with Chziſt here, we chan 
be rewarded with Chiſt hereakter. 
See what our bleſſed Davbiour ſaith, 
Matth. 19. 29. Every one that bath 
forſaken bodſes,- or brethren, or filters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or chil. 

: dren, 
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dren, or friends, for my ſake, ſhall re- 
ceive an hundred fold, ** ſhall inheric 
_ life. 

A- might be longer on this point 
but J pꝛeced to the Uſes which wall 
flew from hence fo2 eur edification. 
And the firff Ale is this, Js it ſo 
then, that Faith is ſuch an excellent 
grace, then let me erhozt pou all, in 
the name of Chzift; to believe, to get 
Faith. Beloved, Faith is not one- 
ly excellent in it (elf, but it will alſo 
make you cxceltent : The righteous is 
more excellent than his neighbour, Prov. 
15. 26. Beltevers\ were the onelp 
excellent perſons in whom David des 
lighted, Pſalm, 16. 3. Without faith 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. 
11. 6. For whatſoever is not of faith 
is (in, and God cannot be pleaſed 
with fn. In a wozd, if ever you 
would be ſaved, get faith; foz with⸗ 
out faith there is no ſalvation: it is 
unbeliet which is the ſonl-damning 
ſin. He that believeth ſhall be ſaved; 
but he chat believech not (hall be dam- 
ned. The Sentence of damnation 
is alrcady paſt 8 all unbclic- 


bers. 
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vers. He that believeth not is con- 
demned already, John 3. 18. He chat 
believeth on the Son hath .everlaſting 
life, and he that believeth not the Son 
fhall not ſee life, but the wrath:of God 
abideth on him, John 3. 36. Foz the 
Lozds lake finners believe ; if pou 
have any regard to your own god 
believe; if pou Have any love oz pit- 
ty to pour p2ecious ſouls belicve; if 
pou would not be eternally miſera-» 
Me, believe in the Lozd Jeſas 
Chziſt and thou walt be eternally 
blcCed, 

@ccondly, Js it ſo that the con- 
dition ok Gods Child2en in this life 
is an afflicted condition, what then 
ſhalt the condition of wicked men be 
in the life to come ⸗ If qudgement 
thus begin at the houſe of God, what 
then ſhall be the end of ſinners ? If the 


righteous be thus ſcarcely ſaved, where 
then (ball! the ſinner and ungodly ap- 


pear ? Jf-God be thus ſevere to. his 


Child2en', how terrible will he * 


then be-to his enemies: Jf-th2ough 
lo many tribulations the people of 


God enter _ braven , then inta 


what 
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what woeful mileries doe ſinners 
plunge themſelves into foꝛ a few ſin⸗ 
ful, pleaſures ; foz a few ſœming ſin» 
ful pleaſures they hcap to themſelves 
eternal tozments. O conſider this 
van that fozget God. In this like 
the people of God are affliced, but 
in the like to come they ſhall be re- 
warded. Lazarus he was afflided 
with hunger and ſozes, pea ſcozned 
and contemaed by Dives; but in the 
life to come Lazarus is rewarded, but 
Dives is tozmented. The time will 
come when Gods people ſhall have 
pleaſures, everlafing pleaſures, 
when the wicked. ſhall be turned into 
hell, and all the Nations that forget God, 
Pſalm g. 17. The Lord tryeth the righ- 
teons, (ſaith David) but the wicked and 
him that loveth violence his ſoul hateth. 
Upon the wicked be ſhall rain ſnares, 
fire and brimſtone, and an horribleremp- 


eſt, this (hall be the portion of en 


Plalm 11. 6. 
Thirdly, Js it better toſutfer than 
to fin , then this may inkozm us of 


the great evil of apaſtacy; they that 


will turn from the truth rather than 
C 3 ſuffer 
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Cuffer fo) the truth, ſuch J ſay ne⸗ 
ver did imbzace the truth in the lobe 
of it; thep went out from us, but 
they were not of us. Panp will owu 
Chziſt and the wozd of Chit when 
they may do it without fear, but 
When trouble and perſecutions come; 
then they fail away. But whoſo» 
eber they are that in this caſe go - 
bout to ſave their lives hall loſe 
them: they that deny Chziſt foz fear 
of perſecution, Chziſt will deny him 
befoze his Father, Apoſtacy was 
the fin of the Devil, and thep that 
apoffatize from Chzift foz fear of per- 
ſecution , ſhall have the Devils re- 
ward. Thou wilt not ſuffer foz 
Chaif , but Ch2if will make the 
fuffer eternallp. Chou thinkeft life 
is (wet, and indeed ſo it is, but re⸗ 
member eternal life is much moze 
Cweeter , and the ſoul is moze p2ects 
ous than life. Ch2if laid down bis 
life to (ave ſouls, therefore Chick. 
ans ſhould lay down ten thouſand 
libes, if it were poſſble to habe (o 
many, rather than loſle their ſouls, 
By apoſt acp from the truth thou wh 
t 
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eff ſabe thy life, but in ſo doing thou 
loleſt thy ſoul, which is of moze value 
than ten thouſand lives. Did Chzitt 
lay down his life fe us, and ſhall not 
we much moꝛe lap down our lives foz 
him. Did Chzift whois the pꝛince of 
life become obedient unto death, even 
the death of the Croſſe fo2 us, then let 
nothing leparate us from the love of 
Chaift, | 
Chiiſtians ſhould chew themſelves 
tobe the ſervants of -Ch2ilt by ackli⸗ 
tions, perſecutions ; be the wap 
what it wil, fair oz foul, thick oz 
thin, Chziſtians ſhould perſevere. 
The Apoftles lobed not their lives 
unto the death in the cauſe of Chziſt: 
and he that is afraid of his life in the 
cauſe of Chꝛiſt, is ſurely afraid of 
heaben. At he that endures to the 
end hall be ſaved, then certainly he 
that falls away ſhall be damned. If 
we fear them who can onelp kill the 
body, moze than God Who is able 
to deffrop both ſoul and body in hell, 
what will become-of us. In a word, 
let me encourage you all in the wozds 
of the holy Ghoſt, as pon map finde 
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it, Revel. 3. 10, what ſaith God there, 
Fear none of thoſe things which thoy 
ſhale ſuffer, behold, the Devil ſhall caſh 
ſome of you jnto priſon that you may 
be tryed, and ye ſhall have tribulation 
ten dayes : But be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life. 

Fourthlp, Js it ſo, that all finful 
pleaſures are ſhozt and vain, are 
they but foz a ſeaſon, then 4 note 
from hence by way of wiſe, the great 
folly of ſinners in neglecting- eternal 
life foz a few momentary plcaſures, 
Dinners ſpend their time in gather 
ing pebbles, and pet thep trample 
upon prarls: Yow many grievous 
ünners are there, who with that 
wretched Cardinal are ready to ſap, 
thep will not loſe their parts in Paris, 
for their parts in Paradice. Sin⸗ 
ners had rather loſe heaven than part 
with their fins ; as if thep could en⸗ 
joy the pleaſure of ſin fez ever, ne⸗ 
ber conſidering how ſon death may 
come upon them, and turn all their 
pleaſures into pains. Sinners are 
apt to flatter themlelbes in their on 
ollp, 
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folly, and to fancy that they hall lite 
foz ever, oz at lca(fwiſe that ther 
map en jop their pleaſures till death 
come, and pet go to heaven: it is 
true, Gad lufers many to go on in 
their ns, and never awakes their 


. fouls'at all ; but this he doth in judge⸗ 


ment. Sinners deſpiſe Chꝛiſt now, 
but Chzift will hereafter deſpiſe ſin- 
ners: They who lap unto God de⸗ 


part now, we will have none of the 


fear of the Lozd, God will lay unto 
them depart pe ' curſed horeakter. 
When death comes, ünners muſt bid 
farewel to al their pleaſures; they 
refoyce in their wozldly pleaſures 
here, but when death comes, fare 
well pleaſures : not one laugbter 
moꝛe, then never anothor jobial meet⸗ 
ing, then no moze ranting and ſings 
ing; then all pleaſures;will be turned 
into pains. 

Conſtder , J beſeech pou ſinners, 
will pour pleaſures p2ofit pou in the 
day of twzath , ſurely no; they may 
toꝛment you as they did Dives. How 
many are there now in hell, who had 
as much pleaſure as thou canſt have, 
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Who had as many merry metings, as 
much d2inking, and ſpozting, and os 
ther ſinful paſtimes as thou baft had: 
Oh, but what pleaſure is it now fo 
them to think of thole things foz which 
they are now tozmented « The Lo 
awaken every ſecure inner: foz the 


XL o2ds ſake be not ſuch folsas to damn 


pour ſouls fo: ſuch trifles as theſe are, 
which are not only vanity, but verati- 
on of ſpirit alſo , even hozronr and 
dzead to all eternity. 

Fifthly, Is it ſo, that the reproa- 
ches of Ch2ift are greater riches than 
all the honours in the wozld, then J 
obſerve frem hence, that a Crown 
of life is moze with than all the 
Crowns and Kingdomes in the wozld. 
Moſes he loked upen Pharaohs crown, 
and he ſ&s that to be fading and tot- 
tering ; but Moſes he loks upon the 
crown of life, and ſees that to be 
everlaſting. Kings by the permiſſon 
of God, foz the ſins of a Nation, 
map be dep2ived of their - earthly 
Crowns, as by lad experience we have 
found in this Kingdome ; but the 
Crown of life which God chall give 
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his pcople is beyond the reach either 
of men oz devils to depzive them ak: 
God wall give it them, and none 
ſhalt be able to take it from them. 


There (hail be no Uſurpers in hea⸗ 


ben to rob Gods people of their 
Crowns: there ſhall be nd vetition- 
ing noz remonftrating againſt the 
Saints in heaven: the Devil who is 
now their accuſer ſhall then be thzown 
down into the bottomlefſe pit. The 
Saints Crowns ſball not be voted 
uſelcle and dangerous in heaven, 
God map fo: our fins ſuffer high 
Courts of Injuſtice here to take 
away the lives of Kings , but it is 
beyond the power and pelicy, either of 
them oꝛ devils, to take awap cfcrnal 
life from the people of God. Bere⸗ 
after they are kept by the mighty power 
of God through faith unto ſalvation. 
Men may take away the life of a 
Saint, but this now takes not awap 
their Crown. Voor joy no man tak- 
eth from you, faith cur Savicur , 
John 16. 22. Men cannot dep2ive the 
people of God of their jop here, and 
certainlp therefoze neither men noz 

devils 
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devils can take awap their eter nat jop, 
which ſhall be without ez row, and 
without ceaſing, even koz eber to all 
eternitp. 

Dirthly , Js it fo; that the re- 
pꝛoaches of Chꝛiſt are ſuch great riches 
pea, greater riches than all the honozs 
of the wozld ; how great then are the 
rewards of Chaiff - If ENift cruciff- 


ed be lo lovely,how unſpeakable lovely 


then is Ch2ift in Gloy If the Saints 
be ſo glozious here under rep2oaches, 
how glozious than ſhall they be in hea- 
ben, where Chꝛiſt himſelf Call put his 
glozp unto them. Ik the people of 
God are ſo gloziou3 here, what ſhall 
thep be when they come to their kings 
dom, where they ſhall be clothed with 
the glozious white robes of Cbziſk⸗ 
For when Chrift who is our life ſhall ap- 
pear, (ſaith the Apoſtle) we ſhall alſo 
appear with him in glory. At the day 
of judgement, O how glozious ſhall the 
people of God then appear; they ſhall 
have Crowns upon their hrads, pea, 
they ſhall be clothed with glozp, and 
honour, tmmortality, and life eternal 
foz ever, Rom, 2. 7. 
He⸗ 
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Bleſſed Choice. 

'Hebenthly, Js it ſo then that God 
bath a rccompence of reward to? his 
people hereafter, then lit me exbozt 
vou ak to make choice .of the Lozd fo; 
pour God: they that make choice of the 
Loꝛd foꝛ their God here, ſhall be ſure 
to have him fo: their reward hereafter, 
It was a god relolution that of Joſhus, 
as pou may read, Joſhua 24. 15. As 
for me and wy houſe, we will ferve the 
Lord. Let the men of: the\wo:ld run 


after Idols, and inbentions of their 


owwfancies; a child of God, a-Joſhua, 
be will wozfhip God in fpirit and in 
truth. And ik ever we would be res 
warded with Chziſt, then let us chuſe 
Chꝛiſt, and the wapes of Ch2iff,. Ras 
bour to gew in grace, and to abound 
in helineſs; fs; godlineſs is the way to 
glozp. Godlineſs (ſaith the Apoſtle) 
is great giin. Godlinefſe hath the pro- 
miſe, not onely of this life, but of the 
life to come. Were the waies of Gay 
never ſo hard and difficulfs pet they 
have a glozious reward: Godlineffe: 
b:ings the beſt gain, eternal life and 
glozpy. VWiouldf-theu in the day of 


Judgement chule heaven rather than 


hell. 
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bell, then chaſe God and walk in his 
ways ; imbzace bolineſs although it be 
never ſo much deſpiſed by p2ofane ũin⸗ 
necs, if ever thou wouldft be imbzaced 
by Chꝛiſt in heaven. 

Tightly, is it Co, that there is ſuch 
a glorious reward foz the people of 
God, then let us live and dpe as be⸗ 


comes the heirs of Glozp: Let us then 


walk worthy of God (as the Apoſtle 
ſaith, 1 Theſ. 2. 12.) that hath called 
us to his Kingdom and glory. Js it lo 
that the Saints of God Gall ſhine as 
the ſtars in heaben, theu let the peo« 
ple of Gad labour to Hine as lights in 
the wozld : Jf thy inheritance be in 
beaben, then let thy converſation be 
in heaven: if pour reward, your 
treaſure be there, then let pour hearts 
be there allo. Js thy name written 
in heaven, let the wozld ſæ it then in 
the legible Character of Yolineſſe . 
Think of that Crown of Glozp 
which thou ſalt everlaſtingly enjoy 
in heaven, and then ſo live that thou 
mopeſt be in a readineſſe fo receive it. 
Get opl in pour lamps, grace in pour 
ſoyls, that when Chriſt who is yer bs 
a 
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Bleſſed Choice. 
ſhall appear, ye alſo may appear witli 
kim in glory : receiving the ead of your 
faith, even the ſalvation of your 
ſouls. 

Laftly, is there (uch a reward foz 


* the people of God hereafter, than be 


content with what God gives the in 
this life: be thy-poztion what it win. 
if heaven be thine , thou baft that 
which is better than all the wozld z 
they that habe Chz2ift foz their poztion 
habe no want. The Lord is my portion 
(ſaith David, Pſalm 23. 1.) therefore I 
(hall not want. Saint Paul accounted 
all things but droſs and dung in compa- 
tiſon of Chtiſt. Remember, it is 
better fo be poz and godly, than rich 
and miſerable : Riches never made 
one ſoul happy, they have made many 
a (oul miſerable. Let the people of 
God then take off their affections 
from the wozld : it becomes not the 
heirs of glozp to lok after lſuch tri⸗ 
tles, it is enough foz Swine to be 
routing in the earth; Chiſdzen who 
are fed at their fathers table will ne- 
ver regard the bones that are thzown 
to the dogs; they that are * 
if 
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Courteows Reader 


{Here i is lately oubliſhedan excellent and 
profitable Sermon, called, Chriſts lat 
Setmon, or, The everlaſting eftate andcondi- 
tion of all men in the world. to come. Like- 
wiſe, the Chriſtians beſt Gatment. Chrifts 
firſt Sermon, The Chriſtians Bleſſed Choice. 
Heavens Glory, and Hells Harror. And a 
warning-piece to the Sloathful, Idle;Careleſs 
Drunken, and Secure Ones of theſe laft ind 
worlt of times. Very godly Books, and ace 
but three pence price. 


Likewiſe, ' 
1. The Fathers [aft Bleſfing to hisChildren 
2. The Devils diſeaſe, or, the Sin of Pride 
arraigned and condemned. 
3. Englands faithful Phyfician. 
4. Death Triumphant. 
5. Petets Sermon of Repentance. 
6. The drendfal charaRer of a drunkard, 
7. Dooms- day ar hand. 
8. The Charitable .Chriftian. 
9. The Plain Mans Plain Path-way to 
Heaven. 
10. The Black Book of Conſcience: 
All very neceſſary for theſe Licentioustimes. 
They are to be ſold by Elizabeth Andrews in 
Litele $t,BurtholmewsCourt Weſt-Smithfield 


Bleſſed Choice. 
with the fat things of grace and glo⸗ 
rp, ſhould ncver regard the vain and 
tranſttozpy things of the wozld, The 
glozy of this wo2ld is but the pozrton 
of a repꝛobate; take them at the beit 
they are but uucertain, here to day 
and gone to mozrow; they may be 
deſtroped by fire, they map be ſtoln 
away by thieves : thou mapeſt lap up 
treaſures here, and when thou hat 
denc all, they may be conſumed by 
ruſt and moths. Tberekoze take 
Saint Pauls counſel, and ſer your af- 
fections on things that are above, and 
not on things below : Let your conver- 
ſation then be without covetouſneſs, 
and be content.with ſuch things as you 
have, fo2 God bath ſaid, I will never 
leave you nor forſake you. Heb. 13. 5. 
Do ts conclude, Jbeſech pou fear the 
Lord all ye h's Saints, for there is no 
want tothem that fear him. 


